APPLICATION OF CAGED


CAGED has many applications. I want to share a few that I think will be very helpful. These three ideas are all closely related, and there are very small diffrences between them. I will try to expand on each one, and give you some examples.

1. Riffing: A RIFF is basically  a guitar part played by one guitarist. It is usually a rythmic part. To create a riff simply take a normal chord progression and spice it up a bit with different voicings, lead tones, and techniques. The CAGED sysytem comes in real handy, as it gives you 5 forms or voicings of the same chord.

2. “Comping”: Comping is  short for complementing. When you compliment you are playing an accompanying part with someone else. It is usally in a different register of notes. For Example, If I were playing an open E, that would be in a lower register. You could then play the A-form of E on the 7th fret and be in a higher register. Even if you pick the higher three strings of Open Low E chord while I am strumming the chord, it would sound complimentary. “Comp” parts are typically repetitve. Again, CAGED offers a variety of voices to use for creating a “Comp” part.

3. Soloing: Most people solo with scales. The best improvisers often chase chords. Jazz musician's are masters at chasing chords. The chord tones are going to be the “Sweet Spots”. You can play them directly, or you can emphasize them and dance around them. You can also lead to them. Solos are usually single notes, but you can play  a chord-solo. Solos are more improvisational, and less repetitive. Though, Being repetitive can be a good effect in communicating a solo at times. What better way to chase chords than to follow the CAGED voicings!

